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in Madrid to Berlin, containing a number of important naval secrets
given by an Irish naval deserter from H.M.S. Sutlej, this man being
the only deserter at the time. There is some evidence now that he
may be insane.
Not/. 21. Ronald Norman told us the following two stories, which
he vouched for. Kerensky wrote a letter congratulating the Sinn
Fein leader De Valera on founding the Irish Republic, and addressed
it " Mr. De Valera, War Cabinet, London," which, as a measure of
the political knowledge of the Russian revolutionaries, is hard to beat.
Second, the Cabinet, which used to say that demobilisation would be
spread over three years, is now talking of rapid demobilisation, the
reason being a notification from the French that the British army
must evacuate France within six weeks of the declaration of peace. He
had heard that Lord Bertie, the British Ambassador in Paris, when
asked by the French Foreign Secretary how long he thought it would
take for the English to evacuate Calais, said, " Well, last time it took
over two hundred years." He has the reputation for saying the wrong
thing owing to his sense of humour.
At twelve-thirty to-day the Admiralty rang me up to say that our
Third Army had broken through the Hindenburg line, and that the
cavalry were pursuing the Germans towards Cambrai, and that if
they could take and hold Cambrai, the German line would have to
be withdrawn thirty or forty miles.
Dec. 10. Jerusalem taken and occupied.
Dec. 12. R. G. Knowles, the comedian, brought a Mr. Perry, an
American inventor, to see me. This man has invented and demon-
strated a method of raising sunken ships, which is to undergo an
Admiralty test next week with a 3,ooo-ton vessel. If it succeeds, the
syndicate is to have five million pounds, and they value the world
rights at twenty millions. If the invention succeeds, the war is won.
I also had the case of M. Constantinescu, a Rumanian inventor
engaged by the Admiralty to run his inventions. This included the
most marvellous things in connection with electrical wave transmission.
Boats and aeroplanes can be sent off without crews and controlled
from the ground, and listening apparatus can be constructed by which
submarines may be located and attacked by wave-controlled torpedoes.